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Who’s Who in the Ministry Team
Rector Reverend Richard Holden 

Associate Priest Reverend Michelle Houldershaw

Permanent Deacon Reverend Christine Anderson

Reader Jean Smith

Reader Malcolm Tedman
 -assisted by our Lay Ministry Team, Churchwardens 
 and  supporting our various Chaplaincies in the  
 Workplace, Hospital,  Schools and 
 Families and Bereavement.

Parish Secretary Gwen Drury

The views expressed by individuals in this magazine are not necessarily the 
views of the editorial team. Advertising in the magazine does not imply an 
endorsment or promotion of the advertisement, nor its content, products 
or services. Errors and omissions, whilst regrettable may occur. Please don’t 
panic just email us at: info@skegness-anglican.org.uk and the appropiate 
action will be taken. No responsibility can be taken for incorrect information 
being published if supplied to the editor/editorial team

Contacts: Parish Office open 9am – Noon Mon-Fri  
Tel: 01754 763875 

email: info@skegness-anglican.org.uk
web page: www.skegness-anglican.org.uk                                                                                                           

To book a baptism or a wedding, 
come to the Parish Office at St Matthew’s Church

on Wednesday 7.00pm - 8.00pm
or on Saturday 10.00am - 11.00am

Would you like to place an advertisement in this magazine?

Over the next few months we hope to make a feature of the inside pages as advertising space.
We would like it to be a directory for local businesses and trades people.

Rates are per annum (12 issues per year)
Inside full page £350.00, Inside half page £200.00, Inside quarter page, £125.00

To confirm your space please contact:
The Parish Office: Email info@skegness-anglican.org.uk , Tel 01754 763875

Living Within Our Means?
By the time you read this article we will have a new Prime Minister.  Like or dislike her, Theresa 
May was given an impossible task.  If we are honest, I do not think there are many of us who fully 
understood the implications of Brexit deals.

We have heard people who stand for election make promises of what they will do if elected and 
where money would be spent.  We hear of people who are dissatisfied with services provided by our 
Government, Councils, Police, Fire, Ambulance, NHS to name a few as well as the Church.  But where 
is the money going to come from and who will run the services?

As part of life we all have a budget to work within.  We cannot spend money we do not have, and 
priorities must be made over our spending. Do you know what your budget is?  

Even a new-born baby has a budget.  Child benefit for the first born child is about £2.95 a day to 
ensure they are fed and clothed.  On the other end of a scale, a basic state pension is about £18.45 a 
day.  These amounts do not seem very much and in reality they are not.  When you look at expenditure 
of food and household bills there is not a lot to spare.  

In the Bible it talks about how to live within your means.  The book of Proverbs: chapters 3, 11, 14 and 
28 are where many of our grandparents may have got their sayings.  

“The good leave an inheritance to their children’s children,   
 but the sinner’s wealth is laid up for the righteous.”  Proverbs 13:22 (NRSV)

This passage clarifies a plan for money.  A good person will plan a budget not only for themselves but 
for their children and their grandchildren.  The benefits system was meant for an emergency when you 
were not able to work because of illness.  Then you went back to work again. 
We think of how the services used to be provided and it is easy to blame the new leader for failing 
in their duty to provide services the way they were. Our Lives are changing, and we should not only 
think about ourselves but our future generations.  When we find ourselves moaning about what other 
people are doing, maybe we should stop and think about how we can make a difference?   What is 
the service we provide? What is the income and expenditure?  What people do we need to ensure 
services are met?    

The Church is no different.  It has a budget and it needs volunteers. With an increasing workload 
and less money coming in we do rely on our volunteers. Without volunteers the Church could not 
operate church services or services to hospitals, nursing homes, groups and visiting those at home.

Thank you to all of those who give donations and volunteer in our churches.  This is helping us to live 
within our means.  

Reverend Michelle Houldershaw - Associate Priest





The fi fth Skegness Business Awards 2019 were launched on 05 July when the sponsors and last year’s 
overall winner Phoenix Fitness met to raise the banner on the beach. Now that the awards are open 
you have the whole summer to nominate the best of Skegness businesses and cast your vote for the 
Best Attraction. The business awards are designed to recognise the vital contribution that business 
makes to our quality of life in Skegness and the local area. There is a wide range of awards to refl ect 
the whole spectrum of business; something for everyone. The awards are promoted by the Skegness 
Business Area Chamber who themselves meet monthly for sharing knowledge and experiences. 
More information about Chamber can be found on their website www.skegnesschamber.com

Nominations are now open for you to put forward your favourite businesses to be recognised for an 
award.  You can see how to nominate them on the awards website:
www.skegnessbusinessawards.co.uk
Or email the entry secretary at: info@skegnessbusinessawards.co.uk

Skegness Business Awards

Best New Business
sponsored by The Royal Hotel 
For businesses set up in the last 3 years in any 
sector.
Best Accommodation
sponsored by Click Ink Design & Print
Any type of visitor accommodation can enter, 
the key criteria is quality.
Customer Care Award
sponsored by Stagecoach
For excellent service from any business.
Retailer of the Year
sponsored by Kirks Quality Foods
 Any retailer in the town or local area.
Visitor Attraction of the Year
to be decided by public web vote opening 19 
July

Food & Drink Award
sponsored by Insight for Knowledge
Any food or drink business.
Community Award
sponsored by Roman Bank Bingo
Recognises the special contribution of 
community organisations.
Health & Beauty Award
sponsored by Fix Auto The Bodyshop Skegness
For hairdressing, beauty and health businesses.
Green Award
sponsored by Sid Dennis & Sons
For businesses that are working to improve our 
environment.
Industrial Firm of the Year
sponsored by Duncan & Toplis Chartered 
Accountants
Any Industrial Firm in the local area. 

Last year’s winners





Following a shopping visit to Skegness on Wednesday 30th July 1941, May Hill 
wrote in her Diary, after returning to her home near The Point in Chapel St 
Leonards:

We went to Skegness this afternoon. Father [husband Will] wanted his basic 
ration coupons (for petrol) also petrol and I wanted one or 
two things, got them all except cup hooks. Lots of people 
in Skegness. Many complaints that they are eating up all the 
food supplies needed by residents. Can easily believe it as 
all the thousands of R.A.F. recruits and sailors from Royal 
Arthur must make a tremendous difference.
Mr A [future son-in-law - in photo] was just going back to 
his office after dinner when we arrived. He appeared rather 
upset. A British bomber had crashed into the sea this morning 
off Skegness and only part of the crew were saved. It was too 
late by then to expect any more to be alive even if they could 
be got at. The plane was completely submerged.

The aircraft was Hampden AD970, a bomber which crashed into the sea no more 
than half a mile from Skegness Pier shortly after take-off from RAF Coningsby. 
The pilot and one airman did indeed survive but the body of one crewman was 
never recovered. This was mentioned years later, in the Lincolnshire Standard, 
in July 2004, following the discovery 
by Skegness beachcomber Richard 
Bainbridge of a brass plaque which 
almost certainly came from one of the 
twin engines.

Diary extracts and poetry with 
photographs and notes appear in the 
book ‘The Casualties Were Small’ by 
May Hill (available from Skegness Church 
Farm Village Museum or Chapel St 
Leonards Bookshop). For more details, 
search ‘may hill wwii’ for blog, e-books, 
twitter and Facebook or phone Tom 
Ambridge on 01394 385412.

British Bomber Crash in Skegness

from May Hill’s Diaries                      



1.30pm



Readers of weekend newspaper book review sections will hopefully have noticed the an-
nouncement of the new book ‘On Chapel Sands – My Mother and Other Missing Persons’. 
The book has been rightfully hailed as a modern masterpiece and rated highly in the non-fic-
tion best-seller charts. It has also been read by its author Laura Cumming on BBC Radio 4 as 
Book of the Week.

The plot is a true-life mystery story centred around the 
quiet kidnap in 1929 of a toddler Betty Elston from the 
beach at Chapel St Leonards, while in the care of her 
adoptive mother Veda. The tale of intrigue and secrecy 
continues as the details of her origin, adoption and wider 
family connections are unravelled over long distances and 
a timespan of nearly ninety years. 

A fascinating aspect of the book, for long-term senior 
residents of Chapel, Hogsthorpe and Skegness too, is the 
appearance of numerous named local characters, espe-
cially in the WWII period when Betty was a teenager. Her 
headteacher at Skegness Grammar School, Mr Spendlove, 
appears often, including reference to his sadness at the 
loss of life of a 17-year old ex-pupil serving as an R.A.F. 
fighter pilot. Mr S and many others with key roles in the 
plot, including Betty herself, are also mentioned in May 
Hill’s Diaries. 

Quoting in the new book, Laura writes: ‘Looking for news of Chapel in the 1940s I came 
across the wartime diaries of villager May Hill, published by her children to commemorate 
their clearly brave and loving mother. Among the talk of air raids and rationing, of picking 
brambles and trying to shoot a wild rabbit to fill the pot, there is to my amazement a sudden 
appearance by my mother… “Poor Betty Elston has suddenly been taken out of school and 
is at Stow’s Post Office at present. She is clever so probably won’t be there won’t be there 
long.” Alas she was wrong.’ 
The book goes on to describe how Betty carried on ‘imprisoned’ at the tiny Post Office in 
the dingy corner of the village grocery store for almost two years until, thanks to encourage-
ment by her former art teacher at Skegness Grammar, she ‘escapes’ to Art College in Not-
tingham and then, with a scholarship, in Edinburgh and to a new life.

‘On Chapel Sands’ by Laura Cumming published by Chatto & Windus, £16.99 hardback, is also 
available as an Amazon Kindle e-book. May Hill’s Diaries are online in full as a blog ‘Seventy 
Years On’ (search may hill wwii) or as a four-volume set of Kindle e-books ‘An RAF Mother’s 
WWII Diary Blog’. See elsewhere in Shoreline for details of the popular abridged version ‘The 
Casualties Were Small’ by May Hill, £8.99 paperback.

New Book ‘On Chapel Sands’ and May Hill’s Diaries



The Lincolnshire Wolds & Coast Churches Festival is going to be a great celebration, with over 
140 churches opening their doors during the weekends of 31st August & 1st September and 7th & 
8th September 2019.  

With free entry, churches and chapels from Louth to Woodhall Spa, Wragby to Sutton on Sea, 
will be celebrating their rich architecture and heritage and offering visitors the chance to become 
treasure seekers and discover hidden secrets.   

“Our churches are full of wonder,” says Revd Nick Brown, rector of Louth St James. “Each offers 
a different experience, whether it is beautiful tranquillity and spirituality or vibrant exhibitions and 
music or simply offering a welcoming oasis of peace and calm.”

“The festival is also about having family fun,” continues Nick. “Time is so precious today as families 
juggle busy lives against quality leisure days out. So we have created fantastic activities that every 
member of the family will want to get involved in. Some churches will have backpacks available, 
encouraging ‘treasure seekers’ to explore the beauty of our stained glass windows, and even create 
their own masterpiece window to display at home. And we also invite everyone to take the chal-
lenge and try and spot all the treasures in our brand new Church Treasure Hunt book, not only 
during the festival weekend but beyond as well.”

Mini museums on your doorstep
The festival is the perfect way to discover these “mini museums” on your doorstep. The Festival 
covers a wide area of rural Lincolnshire, encompassing the market towns of Louth, Spilsby, Alford, 
Horncastle, Tattershall, Wragby, Woodhall Spa and Skegness as well a hundred rural hamlets and 
seaside villages in between, each church is unique, with an intriguing story to discover:

• St James Louth has the tallest steeple of any medieval church in England and played a pivotal role 
in the Lincolnshire Rising.
• St Margaret Well and a gamekeeper who was murdered by poachers, reputed to be the source of 
the Lincolnshire Poacher.
• Raithby has the oldest Methodist chapel in the county. Built in 1779 and opened by John Wesley, 
it reveals an exquisite and lovingly preserved Georgian interior.
• Fulletby St Andrew, set high in the Wolds is constructed like many churches around, in local 
greenstone. Although undergoing many alterations, the church still retains a two-seater sedilia from 
a previous medieval church. A small exhibition on local Victorian poet, Henry Winn provides an en-
tertaining look at life in rural Lincolnshire, and also explains why Winn is featured in the Guinness 
Book of Records.
• St James, Spilsby with its Willoughby chapel contain fine tombs and brass connected to the 
Willoughby de Eresby family. They are well worth a visit as well as the stone memorials for Sir John 
Franklin and his brothers.
• Lincolnshire’s seaside churches hold a charm of their own. Many are large like Theddlethorpe 
all Saints which is also known as the “Cathedral of the Marsh” due to its impressive spaciousness 
and beautiful exterior carvings. And next door, St Helens has a fine stone reredos. Other striking 
churches found on this landscape are close by including Addlethorpe, which is holding a flower fes-
tival celebrating the Angel roof, Croft All Saints with its 15th century altar screen and Skidbrooke 
with the early medieval isolated church of St Botolph standing alone in the Lincolnshire marshes.
• Then there are churches that hold quirky facts. For instance, St Andrew Ashby Puerorum claims 
to house the oldest bell in England! And a gamekeeper who was murdered by poachers on the 

Church Festival estate of Well, close to the Georgian chapel, is reputed to be the source of the Lincolnshire Poach-
er song! And what about Stewton, St Andrew? Who would have thought that tucked away in rural 
Lincolnshire you would find the church used by Hornby, the international company, to be a model for 
their Skaledale village!

Many activities are also planned: from organ recitals to flower and art exhibitions, bell ringing to 
afternoon teas.  There will also be exhibitions at many churches including Holy Trinity Hagworthing-
ham, St Andrew Anderby, St Lawrence Revesby and St Margaret Thimbleby. 

Find hidden treasures
“The invitation is offered to everybody to come and celebrate our rich church heritage,” sums up 
Nick. “Whatever the weather, make sure that during two weekends in September, you take to the 
outdoors. You’ll be able to learn about our communities’ heritage, view magnificent carvings, memo-
rials and stained glass, chat with local historians, listen to the sounds of church music and of course, 
find all those hidden treasures! You will not be disappointed.”

Of course, all the Lincolnshire Wolds & Coast churches are here for every day, to be explored and 
enjoyed at any time, not just for visiting for two weekends of the year. A comprehensive directory 
featuring all our churches is now available from Tourist Information Centres, on the Festival website 
www.lincswoldsandcoastchurches.org and on the ExploreChurches website: www.explorechurches.
org

Every church really does have a story to tell.
Full details of what each church is offering can be found on the festival website: 
www.lincswoldsandcoastchurches.org. The festival invites people to join them on
Facebook/LincsWoldsAndCoastChurches and Twitter/ChurchesFest and use hashtag
#WoldsAndCoastChurches when talking about the event online.  

Brochures will also be placed in libraries, Tourist Information Centres and participating churches, and 
can be requested by emailing: lincswoldsandcoastchurches@gmail.com or calling 01507 527905. 

The Lincolnshire Coast & Wolds Churches Festival project is supported by the National Churches 
Trust and managed by NCT Heritage Services (company number: 11194504). The project has been 
funded by the generous donations of National Lottery Players as well as the following organisations: 
ExploreChurches, National Lottery Heritage Fund, Visit Lincs Coast and 
East Lindsey District Council.



Local Parish Safeguarding 
Safeguarding Officer   07368561887
Parish office               01754 763875
Lincoln Diocese Safeguarding team 
Debbie Johnson          01522 504081
Mobile                         07712321361
Penny Turner              01522 504080
Mobile                         07432522412

Emergency services
Police, Ambulance,        999
Fire & Coastguard       999 or 112
Police Non-emergency  03001 110300
Skegness police            01754762222
Local police                   101

Social care 
Children                    01522 782111
Adults                       01522 782155 
Carers Team             01522 782224 
Emergency number
Out of hours             01522 782333  

Emotional helplines 
Samaritans                  116 123  
SANEline                 0300 304 7000
CALM                      0800  525252

Prevention of Young suicide (under 35)
PAPYRUS                 0800 0684141
Text             07786209697
The Mix (under 25 support)
                               0808 8084994

Support for families and carers
Survivors of bereavement by suicide (SoBS)                    
 07580 358419
                               0300 1115065
YoungMinds parent helpline
                               0808 8025544

Other useful contact numbers
Childline                     0800 1111
Stop it Now (NSPCC) 0808 800 5000 
Lucy Faithfull Foundation 0808 1000900  
Elder Abuse           0808 8088141
Domestic violence   0808 2000247
Shelter                  0808 800 4444
Nomad Lincoln (homelessness)           
                             01522 883703   

Useful Numbers Sudoku

Time
Can you take on
our Sudoku puzzle?



Contact
John 

01754 873896



Thursday 1 10.30 am – St Matthew Skegness – Holy Communion Service.

Thursday 1    2.00 pm – St Matthew Skegness – Craft Group.

Friday 2       10.00 am – 12 noon – St Matthew Skegness – Pop in for a coffee & a chat.

Sunday 4        9.30 - 10.30 am - St Matthews Skegness – Group breakfast.

Sunday 4       11.00 am – St Matthew Skegness – Holy Communion Service.

Tuesday 6       10.30 – St Clements Skegness – Holy Communion Service.

Tuesday 6        2.30 – St Clements Community Hall – Mother’s Union

Wednesday 7       10.00 am – SS Peter & Paul Ingoldmells – Pop in for a coffee & chat.

Wednesday 7       10.30 am – SS Peter & Paul Ingoldmells – Holy Communion Service.

Thursday 8       10.30 am – St Matthew Skegness – Holy Communion Service.

Thursday 8     2.00 pm – St Matthew Skegness – Craft Group.

Friday 9      10.00 am – 12 noon – St Matthew Skegness – Pop in for a coffee & a chat.

Saturday 10      4.00 pm – 6.00 pm – St Matthew Skegness – Messy Church.

Sunday 11       09.30 am – St Clements Skegness – Morning Worship Service.

Sunday 11      09.30am – St Mary Winthorpe – Holy Communion Service.

Sunday 11      09.30 am – SS Peter & Paul Ingoldmells – Morning Worship Service.

Sunday 11      11.00 am – St Matthew Skegness – Holy Communion Service.

Tuesday 13       10.30 – St Clement Skegness – Holy Communion Service.

Wednesday 14       10.00 am – SS Peter & Paul Ingoldmells – Pop in for a coffee & chat.

Wednesday 14       10.30 am – SS Peter & Paul Ingoldmells – Holy Communion Service.

Wednesday 14     2.00 pm – St Matthew Skegness – Omega.

Church Diary Dates August 2019

Each month we show the Church Diary Dates.  We would like to have a page of 
Community Diary Dates but we need you to tell us those dates.  If you know of 
any event that is happening in the area please do let us know so that we can add it 
to the diary.  The more people who know the more support you will get at your 
event!

W I meetings at The Pavilion, Wainfleet Road, Skegness
Tuesday 06 August at 7.15
Visit to the Askefield Project

Tuesday 03 September at 7.15
Speaker-Barrie Wilkinson
The story of Gibraltar Point
Competition-“Memories”

Skegness Art Club - Art Exhibition
St Mary Church Winthorpe -10 August-17 August - 11.00am-5.00pm
Free Entry All Welcome

Community Diary Dates August 2019
Thursday 15       10.30 am – St Matthew Skegness – Holy Communion Service.

Thursday 15     2.00 pm – St Matthew Skegness – Craft Group.

Friday 16       10.00 am – 12 noon – St Matthew Skegness – Pop in for a coffee & a chat.

Sunday 18      09.30 am – St Clements Skegness – Holy Communion Service.

Sunday 18      09.30 am – St Mary Winthorpe – Morning Worship Service

Sunday 18      11.00 am – SS Peter & Paul Ingoldmells - Holy Communion Service.

Sunday 18      11.00 am – St Matthews Skegness – Morning Worship Service.

Tuesday 20       10.30 – St Clement Skegness – Holy Communion Service.

Wednesday 21       10.00 am – SS Peter & Paul Ingoldmells – Pop in for a coffee & chat.

Wednesday 21       10.30 am – SS Peter & Paul Ingoldmells – Holy Communion Service.

Thursday 22       10.30 am – St Matthew Skegness – Holy Communion Service.

Thursday 22     2.00 pm – St Matthew Skegness – Craft Group.

Friday 23       10.00 am – 12 noon – St Matthew Skegness – Pop in for a coffee & a chat.

Sunday 25       09.30 am – St Clements Skegness – Morning Worship Service.

Sunday 25      09.30 am – St Mary Winthorpe – Morning Worship Service.

Sunday 25      09.30 am – St Nicholas Addlethorpe – BCP Holy Communion Service.

Sunday 25      11.00 am – SS Peter & Paul Ingoldmells – Morning Worship Service.

Sunday 25      11.00 am – St Matthew Skegness – Holy Communion Service.

Monday, 26    OFFICE CLOSED

Tuesday 27       10.30 – St Clement Skegness – Holy Communion Service.

Wednesday 28       10.00 am – SS Peter & Paul Ingoldmells – Pop in for a coffee & chat.

Wednesday 28       10.30 am – SS Peter & Paul Ingoldmells – Holy Communion Service.

Thursday 29       10.30 am – St Matthew Skegness – Holy Communion Service.

Thursday 29     2.00 pm – St Matthew Skegness – Craft Group.

Friday 30       10.00 am – 12 noon – St Matthew Skegness – Pop in for a coffee & a chat.

September 2019

Sunday 1        9.30 - 10.30 am - St Matthews Skegness – Group breakfast.

Sunday 1       11.00 am – St Matthew Skegness – Holy Communion Service.

Tuesday 3       10.30 – St Clements Skegness – Holy Communion Service.

Tuesday 3        12.30 – St Clements Community Hall – Mother’s Union Cluster Lunch  

                               £5 per ticket - Everyone Welcome                                       

Wednesday 4       10.00 am – SS Peter & Paul Ingoldmells – Pop in for a coffee & chat.

Wednesday 4       10.30 am – SS Peter & Paul Ingoldmells – Holy Communion Service.

Thursday 5      10.30 am – St Matthew Skegness – Holy Communion Service.

Thursday 5     2.00 pm – St Matthew Skegness – Craft Group.

Friday 6       10.00 am – 12 noon – St Matthew Skegness – Pop in for a coffee & a chat.

Sunday 8       09.30 am – St Clements Skegness – Morning Worship Service.

Sunday 8      09.30am – St Mary Winthorpe – Holy Communion Service.

Sunday 8      09.30 am – SS Peter & Paul Ingoldmells – Morning Worship Service.

Sunday 8      11.00 am – St Matthew Skegness – Holy Communion Service.

Toddlers Group will resume on Tuesday afternoons when schools re-open.

Alpha course is expected to re-start in September – see pew sheets for days and times.




