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Who’s Who in the Ministry Team
Rural Dean Reverend Ros Latham

Rector Reverend Richard Holden 

Associate Priest Reverend Michelle Houldershaw

Permanent Deacon Reverend Christine Anderson

Reader Linda Allaway

Reader Jean Smith
 -assisted by our Lay Ministry Team, Churchwardens 
 and  supporting our various Chaplaincies in the  
 Workplace, Hospital,  Schools and 
 Families and Bereavement.

Parish Secretary Gwen Drury

The views expressed by individuals in this magazine are not necessarily the 
views of the editorial team. Advertising in the magazine does not imply an 
endorsment or promotion of the advertisement, nor its content, products 
or services. Errors and omissions, whilst regrettable may occur. Please don’t 
panic just email us at: info@skegness-anglican.org.uk and the appropiate 
action will be taken. No responsibility can be taken for incorrect information 
being published if supplied to the editor/editorial team

Contacts: Parish Office open 9am – Noon Mon-Fri  
Tel: 01754 763875 

email: info@skegness-anglican.org.uk
web page: www.skegness-anglican.org.uk                                                                                                           

To book a baptism or a wedding, 
come to the Parish Office at St Matthew’s Church

on Wednesday 7.00pm - 8.00pm
or on Saturday 10.00am - 11.00am

Would you like to place an advertisement in this magazine?
Over the next few months we hope to make a feature of the inside pages as advertising space.

We would like it to be a directory for local businesses and trades people.

Rates are per annum (12 issues per year)
Inside full page £350.00, Inside half page £200.00, Inside quarter page, £125.00

To confirm your space please contact:
The Parish Office: Email info@skegness-anglican.org.uk , Tel 01754 763875

Although this article is for the December issue of our Shoreline magazine, I am writing it at the 
beginning of November. Driving around I have noticed that already some of the houses have 
Merry Christmas and blow up reindeers outside and Christmas trees and lights inside. The 
adverts for everything that could possibly be bought as a gift have started on television. 

People look forward to Christmas and its promised joys. There are things that people either love 
or dread. The arrival of relatives who can be great fun or possibly heavy going. Christmas lunch 
and time shared as a family. All the pressure to have the perfect Christmas that they seem to 
have in the adverts. Whatever the joys or difficulties of Christmas we have to prepare for it. We 
need to have presents ready and wrapped, we need the food to be bought and ready to go, we 
need to budget for the extra expense that Christmas brings. 

In the church the time of preparation for us is Advent. We don’t go full burn into Christmas but 
prepare ourselves for the real gift of Christmas. We have a quieter time as we reflect on God’s 
gift of his only Son freely given for us on that first Christmas day. We have an Advent wreath 
festival in St. Matthew’s which gives the church a festive look but without all the tinsel and lights. 
We have a Christmas tree during Advent but it is not dressed but waiting for the arrival of 
Christmas when it will be covered in tinsel and lights. A time of spiritual preparation when we 
give our souls a moment to breathe.

Then at Christmas we burst into joyful activity with Carols, Christingle services, Crib services 
and of course the Bethlehem Holy Communion at 9.30pm in Ingoldmells and the midnight Holy 
Communion in St. Matthew’s. Christmas is one of the great festivals of the Church and we would 
love to see you at our services and events during Advent and Christmas. Merry Christmas and 
Peace and Blessings be yours this Christmas.

Revd. Richard G. Holden
Rector

A Message from the Rector



It was:
250 years ago: on 22 Dec 1767 that John Newbery, the British publisher, died. He 
was one of the first to publish children’s books, and the first to do so profitably and 
sustainably. Known as the ‘Father of Children’s Literature’, the Newbery Medal for 
children’s literature is awarded annually in his honour. 

200 years ago: on 07 Dec 1817 that William Bligh, British Royal Navy officer and colonial 
administrator, died. Best known as the captain of HMS Bounty when a historic mutiny 
(the Mutiny on the Bounty) took place in 1789. He was set adrift in a small boat with 
some of his loyal crew, but managed to travel over 4,000 miles without any navigational 
aids to Timor, from where he returned to England. 

150 years ago: on 06 Dec 1867 that (Marie) Jean Pierre Flourens, French physiologist 
and educator died. He was the first person to prove that the mind is located in the brain 
and not the heart. 

125 years ago: on 18 Dec 1892 that Tchaikovsky’s ballet The Nutcracker was performed 
for the first time, at the Mariinsky Theatre, in St Petersburg, Russia.
100 years ago: on 09 Dec 1917 that, during the Battle of Jerusalem, the Ottoman Empire 
surrendered the city to the British. On 11 Dec, the British General Edmund Allenby 
entered the city on foot (rather than horseback or vehicle) as a mark of respect, 
becoming the first Christian to control the city in 500 years.

75 years ago: on 01 Dec 1942 that the British Government published the Beveridge 
Report, which formed the basis of the welfare state. 

65 years ago: on 05 Dec 1952 that the Great Smog of London took place. Dense, cold, 
smoke-filled fog descended upon London, bringing the city to a standstill for four days. 
More than 4,000 people died. 

60 years ago: on 25 Dec 1957 that Queen Elizabeth II’s Christmas Message was televised 
for the first time. 

50 years ago: on 03 Dec 1967 that the world’s first successful human heart transplant 
was performed by a team led by Dr Christian Barnard in Cape Town. The patient, Louis 
Washkansky, survived for 18 days before dying from pneumonia due to a weakened 
immune system. 

40 years ago: on 16 Dec 1977 that Heathrow Central (now Heathrow Terminals 1,2,3) 
opened at Heathrow Airport as a station on the London Underground. It was the first 
airport in the world to be directly served by its city’s underground railway system.

All In The Month of December
30 years ago: on 25 Dec 1987 that in the British TV soap opera Coronation Street, Hilda 
Ogden left the street to become her doctor’s housekeeper in the country. It was one of 
the most-watched episodes in the show’s history. 

20 years ago: on 11 Dec 1997 that the Kyoto Protocol, aimed at reducing greenhouse gas 
and combating global warming, was adopted at a conference in Japan. (Over 190 countries 
have signed the agreement, which came into effect in Feb 2005. Canada withdrew in Dec 
2012.)

Also 20 years ago: on 11 Dec 1997 that Sinn Fein president Gerry Adams met British 
Prime Minister Tony Blair at 10 Downing Street – the first Irish Republican leader to do 
so since Michael Collins in 1921.

15 years ago: on 07 Dec 2002 that Iraq submitted a weapons declaration to the United 
Nations in which it stated it had no weapons of mass destruction.

10 years ago: on 23 Dec 2007 that the British royal family launched The Royal Channel 
on the video sharing website YouTube. 



There is always so much Christmas cheer in Skegness at this time of year, and seeing the 
community come together adds to the magic of the Christmas spirit exuded by all. Just one 
part of that is the braving of the cold in Santa suits for the annual fun run, where hundreds of 
people, of all abilities, pound the streets of Skegness to raise money for many local charities, 
not least the Lincolnshire Air Ambulance. 
 
Indeed, we have a lot to thank our emergency services for this year, as once again they have 
put their lives at risk to keep us safe, be that in the Air Ambulance or on our Lifeboats, in 
the police and fire services, or among our medical services. By way of a small payback, I was 
delighted to support the Private Members’ Bill in Parliament to protect emergency workers 
from being attacked at work, meaning that in due course assault will be an aggravated offence. 
 
In Westminster in particular I am forever grateful for the risks our police men and women 
take to keep parliament safe every day, and tragically this year PC Keith Palmer lost his life 
protecting not only people, but our democracy itself. With the threat of terrorism rising, I 
have no doubt that we will all continue to be thankful for our emergency services for many 
more years to come and that we won’t let those who seek to tear us apart succeed – if I 
have one enduring memory of Skegness this year, it is the sight of armed police on the streets 
in the wake of terrorist attacks, and of the gratitude of the public shown to each and every 
officer. Communities united, and people kept calm and carried on. 
 
It’s that spirit I’m privileged to see up close as I visit groups and individuals across the 
constituency - witnessing people going above and beyond in their civic and social duty to help 
others in times of need makes me proud to represent and serve the area. I thank you for that 
opportunity, and I wish you all a very merry Christmas and a happy and prosperous new year. 

Matt
Warman
MP



Here we are!  Into December and the run up to 
Christmas.  Even though the shops worked overnight 
to get the festive stock in on Bonfire night, as far as I’m 
concerned, Christmas really belongs in December!  
Not just December, but the end of December, in fact, 
so far into December it’s almost next year!  And 
I’ve always believed that’s where it should stay; not 

popping up in magazines at the end of September.
But I’ve changed my mind, ever so slightly, this year.  And it’s all to do 

with Advent Calendars.  These used to be pretty Christmas scenes with a window 
to open each day in the ‘countdown’ to the big day; windows that revealed a little picture, 
exciting enough to have us jumping out of bed early to discover the hidden snowman/candle/ 
nativity scene. Gosh, we were easily pleased in those days. 

Then came the insurmountable glee of chocolate advent calendars!  A quick sugar rush before 
school or work!  No better way to start the day than with a healthy dose of chocolate.  And I 
genuinely believed this was the pinnacle of the Christmas crescendo.
But last year, I discovered cosmetic calendars.  Same principle, but each door contained a 
different beauty product.  I got seriously caught out by these! Not only were the calendars 
costly, but they were only available with another purchase and I found myself buying bizarre 
things simply to secure the calendars for three daughters. And it was me at their bedroom 
door each morning, not just to wake them up but to discover the day’s treat! I also found a tea 
calendar, with a different blend for each day of December and felt my cup runneth over!  With 
tea that is.  

So what’s on offer this year I hear you ask?  And I wonder if I have enough space here to outline 
all the alternatives! You can choose from gin or whisky calendars, biscuit calendars, candle and 
bath salt calendars.  I’ve found a tool box advent calendar with the promise of a full set by 
Christmas Day. (This one concerns me a little as my experience of tool requirement is that 
it’s usually quite urgent and embracing.  A flood, of which I have experienced three in the last 
week, may require spanners, wrenches, screwdrivers, a tankful of fuel to get to and from the DIY 
store and an industrial humidifier.  I don’t think you’d get an industrial humidifier into an advent 
calendar.  And I don’t fancy propping up a broken fence for four days straight whilst explaining 
to my irritated neighbours that I’m hoping to find a cement mixer on Christmas Eve!)  I digress, 
pork crackling (6 varieties), lego and little horse world; marshmallows, sparkling wine and even 
breakfast cereal.  If it is the beauty product calendar that rings your chimes, then the choices are 
endless, just pick your favourite brand and take out a second mortgage.  

Obviously, this is the kind of choice really needed to make last month – it’s probably too late 
now. And isn’t it just a bit much?  Surely the old fashioned picture window ones just cranked 
up the anticipation of the ‘day of plenty’ instead of giving gratification every day.  And don’t get 
me started on what we CAN’T buy for each other anymore!  Books, music, games, diaries and 
calendars all exist on mobile phones which leaves….clothes. Just clothes and makeup.  And a 
full toolbox.

Jo Blogs!
Jo Wheeler

So how about this, the ‘Reverse Advent Calendar.’  I have stolen this idea, (unashamedly) from 
social media!  For this one, all you need is a box, an empty box.  I suppose you could decorate it 
if you are that way inclined.  I am not, (I even nominate the dog when it comes to dressing the 
Christmas tree else it looks as though I’ve blindfolded myself and thrown the ornaments from a 
distant corner of the room.)  And then, through December, you put something IN it every day.  The 
choice is all yours.  I suppose it might be useful to know who you’re thinking of giving it to come 
Christmas Eve, but it’s not vital. Whatever variety of festive items you choose to include is likely 
to make a very real difference to someone’s Christmas, and more importantly, will let them know 
how much you were thinking of them when you put it all together. Trust me, I’ll not be turning my 
nose up at a Dior Advent Calendar should some wealthy benefactor decide I deserve one, but I 
know how much more pleasure I’ll get from making and gifting a ‘reverse calendar’.  And isn’t that 
the true spirit of Christmas? 







My life as a Girl Chorister at Lincoln Cathedral
My name is Georgia Stone and I am 11 years old.  I love being a Chorister and I love singing, I mean 
I really love singing. It’s early November and I don’t have day off now until Boxing Day but let me 
tell you it does not bother me, it only bothers me when I cannot sing during the summer holidays! 

My day starts when my alarm goes off at 6.30 am and then I’m on automatic pilot to get ready 
for choir practice which starts at 7.45 am for an hour. I get coaxed, pushed, prodded and if all else 
fails the cold flannel treatment to get me out of bed, usually though it does not take too much 
encouragement to get me going.  Despite being half asleep, once I arrive at the Cathedral Song 
School we all practice the pieces being used in the week’s services.  Now that winter is nearing I 
like to wear my bobble hat to keep my head warm during practice. In the girls’ choir we have 20 
girl choristers at Lincoln Cathedral – we were one of the first Cathedral Choirs to have girls to 
sing so we think that is really cool. The Cathedral Choirs now accept choristers from all schools 
so we have a colourful range of school uniforms!

Once Choir practice is finished, I’m off to Lincoln Minster School to which I am lucky to be able 
to go. I started in the senior school this year so from being the oldest in Year 6 I have now become 
one of the youngest in Year 7, that’s ok though because I can handle myself and get on with most 
of the students.  I work hard at all my subjects and I have the privilege of being able to learn the 
flute and piano and LMS gives me the opportunities to excel in the area that I love (Music).  In 
addition to the Cathedral Choir I sing for the School’s Chamber Choir and play in Flashy Flutes 
and the Symphonic Wind Band. Yes I like to take part in everything, I don’t like to miss a thing. They 
also like to push me which I like.

When at home and in between my mum telling me to tidy my room I listen to Ed Sheeren, Adele, 
James Galloway (my love of the flute). However my dad can be a touch crazy in the mornings 
when driving me in to choir. Every now and then (to my annoyance) he will suddenly decide to 
re-educate my musical tastes and will change my music and put on Guns and Roses, U2 or Bon 
Jovi very loud!  He’s crazy. He calls it “proper music”!  I call it noise!  As for TV I am a big fan 
of Strictly and I whisper this quietly “Pepper Pig!” You can never be too old for Pepper Pig and 
muddy puddles!  Ha ha!

Once School has finished on a Monday and Thursday, I go back to the Cathedral for further 
practice and Evensong. This lasts for around 45 minutes and my mum will take me home at 
around 6.30. I’m tired and the first thing I do is check my phone for messages! I usually answer 
these but to be honest I get myself into trouble with my phone, my mum and dad seem to think 
I am attached to it!  At present I am on probation so I cannot say too much! Anyway Mondays 
and Thursdays are long days and we have to practice Tuesday and Friday mornings. Weekends we 
either do Saturday afternoon and Sunday morning or Sunday afternoon.  Yes it’s a long week but 
I enjoy every bit of it and would not change a thing. 

In the six weeks up to Christmas though it’s non-stop.  Performances, in addition to our normal 
weekly schedule, include Messiah, The Snowman (where I have a solo), Christmas Market, 
Ceremony of Carols and one of my favourites Carols by Candlelight. The girls always love seeing 
each other on Christmas Day (two services this year). Maybe we will get snow this year! (if so, we 
could build a snowman at the Cathedral).  For Lincoln Minster School, The Chamber Choir have 
been asked to participate in a new Choral production called  Wassail by Alexander L’Estrange 
which is being held in Manchester which I am excited about and also our Winter Concert. Yes it’s 
busy, busy, busy - well if nothing else it keeps my mum and dad out of trouble. I hope you have 
enjoyed reading about a Chorister’s life. Hopefully I will see you at the Cathedral over Christmas. 



Diesel Hauled Loco Trip to Winchester
Saturday 12 May 2018

Depart Skegness approx. 06.15 return approx. 22.00
Picking up at Wainfleet, Boston, Heckington, Sleaford 

and Grantham
You will be able to enjoy about 3 hours in Winchester.  
The journey takes the high level route around London.

Pullman Dining £215.00 including a full English breakfast, 
Buck’s Fizz and a light lunch on the outward journey.  On 
the return journey following champagne and canapés, a 
four-course dinner will be served accompanied by half a 
bottle of wine per person.
Pullman First Class £140.00 including a snack on both 
the outward and return journeys with complementary 
tea and coffee.
(Tables for 2 in all of the above at a supplement of £20.00 
per person)
First Class £125.00
Standard Class £79.00

First and Standard Class passengers have access to the 
buffet car for the purchase of light refreshments

To book your place or for more information contact 
Carolyn Sharp on 07733238577. 
Email carolyn5@hotmail.co.uk



Crossword

Time
Can you take on our 
Crossword?

Across
1  These letters come between Romans and Galatians 
(11) 
9  ‘You will not — me to the grave’ (Psalm 16:10) (7) 
10 King of Moab to whom the Israelites were subject 
for 18 years (Judges 3:14) (5) 
11 Town possessing mineral spring (3) 
13 Mede (anag.) (4) 
16 High-fidelity (abbrev.) (4) 
17 He succeeded his father Rehoboam as king of Judah 
(1 Kings 14:31) (6) 
18 A son of Simeon (Genesis 46:10) (4) 
20 Controversial religious book of the 1970s, The — of 
God Incarnate (4)
21 ‘He has received from the Father the promised Holy 
Spirit and has poured out what you — — and hear’ 
(Acts 2:33) (3,3)
22 ‘You — me together in my mother’s womb’ (Psalm 
139:13) (4) 
23 Edit (anag.) (4) 
25 ‘Who has believed our message and to whom has 
the — of the Lord been revealed?’ (Isaiah 53:1) (3) 
28 Abraham’s brother (Genesis 22:23) (5) 
29 ‘When Mordecai learned of — that had been — , he 
tore his clothes’ (Esther 4:1) (3,4) 
30 Sympathetic (Proverbs 11:16) (4-7)
2  ‘That was why his parents said, “He is — —; ask him”’ 

Down
2  ‘That was why his parents said, “He is — —; ask him”’ 
(John 9:23) (2,3)
3  Integrated Services Digital Network (1,1,1,1) 4 
4  ‘Saul has slain his thousands, and David his — of 
thousands’ (1 Samuel 18:7) (4) 
5  Concept (John 8:14) (4) 
6  ‘Do we, then, — the law by this faith? Not at all! 
Rather, we uphold the law’ (Romans 3:31) (7) 
7  Industrious (2 Timothy 2:6) (11) 
8  ‘I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be — in 
order that you may know the hope to which he has 
called you (Ephesians 1:18) (11) 
12 ‘Out of the same mouth come — and cursing’ 
(James 3:10) (6) 
14 This was how many of the Jewish leaders described 
Jesus (John 10:20) (3) 
15 Vitality (Job 20:11) (6) 
19 He urged David to kill Saul at Hakilah (1 Samuel 
26:8) (7) 
20 ‘So for a whole year Barnabas and Saul — with the 
church and taught great numbers of people’ (Acts 
11:26) (3) 
24 ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord — — ’ 
(Deuteronomy 6:4) (2,3) 
25 Parched (Matthew 12:43) (4) 
26 ‘In the image of God he created him; — and female 
he created them’ (Genesis 1:27) (4) 
27 Disparagement (Psalm 15:3) (4)







Contact
John 

01754 873896



Sunday 3 9.30am-10.30am St Matthew Skegness group breakfast
Sunday 3     11.00 am - St Matthew Skegness Group service of Holy Communion
Sunday 3 6.00pm-St Matthew Skegness Carol Service & launch of Advent Wreath Festival
Tuesday 5    10.30 am - St Clement Skegness service of Holy Communion
Tuesday 5  2.00 pm – 3.00 pm St Matthew Skegness, Toddlers Group
Wednesday 6 10.00 am – 1.00 pm St Peter & St Paul Ingoldmells, Pop in for a coffee and a chat, 
Wednesday 6   10.00 am – St Peter & St Paul Ingoldmells service of Holy Communion
Friday 8     10.00 am - 12 noon - St Matthew Skegness, Pop in for a coffee and a chat
Sunday 10 9.30 am – St Mary Winthorpe service of Holy Communion
Sunday 10   9.30 am - St Clements Skegness service of Morning Worship
Sunday 10 11.00 am - St Matthew Skegness service of Holy Communion
Sunday 10 11.00am - St Peter & St Paul Ingoldmells Service of morning worship
Tuesday 12   10.30 am - St Clement Skegness service of Holy Communion
Tuesday 12  2.00 pm – 3.00 pm St Matthew Skegness, Toddlers Group
Wednesday 13    10.00 am – 1.00 pm St Peter & St Paul Ingoldmells, Pop in for a coffee and a chat
Wednesday 13 10.00 am – St Peter & St Paul Ingoldmells service of Holy Communion
Wednesday 13 2 pm – 4pm St Matthew Church Skegness, Omega
Friday 15   10.00 am - 12 noon St Matthew Skegness, Pop in for a coffee and a chat
Sunday 17 9.30 am St Clement Skegness service of Holy Communion
Sunday 17   11.00 am St Matthew Skegness service of Morning Worship
Sunday 17    11.00 am St Peter & St Paul Ingoldmells service of Holy Communion 
Tuesday 19     10.30 am - St Clement Skegness service of Holy Communion 
Tuesday 19    2.00 pm – 3.00 pm St Matthew Skegness, Toddlers Group
Wednesday 20   10.00 am St Peter & St Paul Ingoldmells service of Holy Communion
Wednesday 20   10.00 am – 1.00 pm St Peter & St Paul Ingoldmells, Pop in for a coffee and a chat
Thursday 21 2 pm – 4pm St Clements Community Hall, Skegness, New Horizons
Friday 22  10.00 am - 12 noon at St Matthew Skegness, Pop in for a coffee and a chat
Sunday 24  9.30 am - St Nicholas Addlethorpe service of Holy Communion 
Sunday 24   11.00 am - St Matthew Skegness service of Holy Communion 
Sunday 24 4.00pm - St Peter & St Paul Ingoldmells Crib Service
Sunday 24   4.00 pm - St Matthew Skegness Crib Service with Christingle
Sunday 24   6.00 pm – St Clement Skegness Crib Service
Sunday 24   7.00 pm - St Mary Winthorpe  Carols by candlelight
Sunday 24   9.00 pm - St Peter 7 St Paul Ingoldmells Bethlehem Holy Communion
Sunday 24   11.30 pm - St Matthew Skegness Midnight Mass
Monday 25   10.00 am - St Matthew Skegness  Christmas Day Holy Communion
Sunday 31 9.30 am St Clement Skegness service of Morning Worship
Sunday 31   11.00 am St Matthew Skegness service of Morning Worship
Sunday 31   11.00 am St Peter & St Paul Ingoldmells service of Holy Communion
January 2018
Sunday 7 9.30am-10.30am St Matthew Skegness group breakfast
Sunday 7     11.00 am - St Matthew Skegness Group service of Holy Communion

Church Diary Dates November 2017

We hope you are enjoying reading Shoreline each month.  We are working to improve the 
magazine each month and we would appreciate any feedback from you.

Each month we show the Church Diary Dates.  We would like to have a page of 
Community Diary Dates but we need you to tell us those dates.  If you know of any event 
that is happening in the area please do let us know so that we can add it to the diary.  The 
more people who know the more support you will get at your event!

 03  6.00pm  St Matthew Skegness Carol Service & Advent Wreath Launch
 04 6.30pm  SS Peter & Paul Ingoldmells  Advent Meditation
 08 10.00am-12.00 St Matthew Skegness Pop In for a Coffee & a Chat
 09 10.00am-1.00pm St Matthew Skegness Craft Fayre
 09 4.00pm-6.00pm St Matthew Skegness Christmas Messy Church
 09 7.30pm  St Matthew Skegness Rotary Christmas Concert
 10 5.00pm  St Matthew Skegness Piano Academy Concert
 13 10.00am-12.00 St Matthew Skegness Butterfly Hospice Coffee Morning
 14 1.00pm-3.00pm St Matthew Skegness Craft Workshop
 15 10.00am-12.00 St Matthew Skegness Pop In for a Coffee & a chat
 22 10.00am-12.00 St Matthew Skegness Pop In for a Coffee & a Chat

From the Registers
As Shoreline is produced by the Skegness Group of Parishes, we thought you might like information 
from our Register each month.

Baptism
Kiera Jarvis

Arthur Clarke

R.I.P.
Melvyn Hazard

Linda Rick

Desmond Nicholson

Charles Tuppen

Andrew Muir

Phyliss Dowd

Eileen Huish

Community Diary Dates November 2017 




