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Greetings everyone,
Christmas is almost here again. Christmas is a celebration of
God’s love and the wonderful fact that God came into our
world as a vulnerable human child, that he came and lived
among us. Christmas is the celebration of God’s coming into
our lives through the birth of Jesus Christ.
There was an early Christian leader called Irenaeus who put
it this way:“The Son of God became a son of man – so that the sons of
men could become sons of God’
Isn’t that a beautiful thought. The thought that God would
become like us in order that we can become like Him.
The news of Christmas is the good news, Christ has been
born, God has come to us! Emmanuel – God with us.
In the midst of our everyday lives, God has come, and God
continues to come and to work in our lives and to bring to
our world His will for salvation and love and justice and healing.
Christmas is about family, Santa and gifts and decorations. It is good to enjoy Christmas with our
families and friends but the deeper meaning is that Christmas is all about God, a God who loves us,
a God who comes into our lives and into our world and changes them. In the same way that we
have a relationship with our families and friends we are offered the opportunity each Christmas to
have a relationship with God. We have the chance to become part of God’s family this Christmas.
The Son of God became a son of man so that the sons and daughters of men could become sons
and daughters of God.
I am reminded of the story of King Midas who loved Gold so much that he had a wish granted that
everything he touched turned to Gold. You know the story. Everything he touched turned to gold
even his food so he began to starve. He touched his daughter and she was turned to gold and so he
lost the sound of her voice and the love that she had for her father. It was just as well that he had
another wish which was to cancel the first wish because what this King learned was that while it is
nice to be rich it is better to have love. That is what we are celebrating at Christmas. God’s love, a
love so powerful that he would send his only son to be with us.
Peace and joy,
Richard the Rector.

Would you like to place an advertisement in this magazine?
Over the next few months we hope to make a feature of the inside pages as advertising space.
We would like it to be a directory for local businesses and trades people.
Rates are per annum (12 issues per year)
Inside full page £350.00, Inside half page £200.00, Inside quarter page, £125.00
To confirm your space please contact:
The Parish Office: Email info@skegness-anglican.org.uk , Tel 01754 763875

The Gift of Christmas?
Like most people in the weeks before Christmas, I do my best to prepare. I trim the tree, send
cards, and make plans to go to family for the Christmas meal. I buy gifts and get them wrapped.
But, somehow I, like so many others, am never quite ready. Every year, as Christmas morning
dawns, I feel surprised and overwhelmed by the mystery of Christmas - the gift of God’s presence
in the life of the world.
Children will dream of Santa Claus and the gifts they believe he will bring. For us who are older
and sadly maybe, wiser, the magic may have gone. St Nicholas, on whom our story of Santa Claus
is based, was a Turkish citizen who heard of a man who had fallen on hard times and because of
this poverty may have had to sell his daughters into prostitution. Nicholas, upon hearing the story,
put three bags of coins through one of the windows of the man’s house, thus saving the family.
When we give gifts, we, in some small way, express what God feels – on that first Christmas night,
the angels told the shepherds of God’s promised gift, wrapped up in a little baby – “The gift to
you” said the angels “is peace and goodwill to all”.
Gift-giving began between people, not so much as a way of marking birthdays and celebrations,
but rather as gestures of peace making. Gifts are given to make peace; and in Jesus, the babe of
Bethlehem, God offers the gift of peace to the world. Sadly this Christmas, like so many in the
past, we are swamped by war and violence, famine and homelessness.
Many choose their Christmas cards showing Mary and Joseph escaping violence in Bethlehem;
perhaps chosen because this year many will experience the fear of war, the hunger of famine,
the reality of being rootless refugees and homeless in this world. These are not the gifts anyone
wants.
Christmas reminds us that if we are to live in this crazy world, we must be guided by a vision in
which nations stop seeking to resolve their problems by making war. That would be a real gift to
the world.
In the end, the best we can do is watch and wait and, perhaps by the grace of God this Christmas,
we will catch a glimpse of a great gift – the mystery and the glory of God wrapped up in a crying
child.
Reverend Christine Anderson

A Message From
Matt Warman MP

Skegness is never more bracing than in the approach to Christmas – those freezing walks along
the beach are an opportunity to remember that when the high-season tourist tide recedes, this
coastal community is a place of neighbourliness and public-spirited volunteering.
This year I’ve seen that at Gibraltar Point in particular, where volunteers keep the fantastic, brand
new visitor centre looking its best. But it’s also there in the parish and town councils, schools and
hospitals, where a host of extra jobs get done because people want to give something back to
their communities. Much of Shoreline itself, indeed, is in the same excellent spirit.
Christmas is a time for carol services and midnight mass, too, which came to my mind not that
long ago at the recently revived Skegness Civic Service. Mayors from across the county came
together to wish Mayor Dick Edginton well, and to offer support for all those who put their head
above the parapet on the local council. This isn’t about party politics – it’s about old fashioned
public service.
So it’s with that sense of neighbourliness that I offer all readers my very best wishes for Christmas
– wherever people are from and wherever they live, Skegness has a long history of being
welcoming to all those who visit. In the politically tumultuous times in which we live, it’s important
to remember that whatever people may disagree about, we always have more in common than
that which divides us. I look forward to seeing you in the New Year.

Jo Blogs!
Jo Wheeler
T’is the season to be jolly! And to look forward to the miracle
of Christmas! Whether that takes the form of celebrating the
nativity, or eagerly anticipating an exciting delivery from Santa
or simply the joy of getting together with people you seldom
see, there’s a little bit of magic for all of us.
Some say Christmas is all about children. I tend to agree. I
have wonderful memories of being a child myself, opening the
little doors on my advent calendar, (you just got pictures in those days,
today’s calendars have chocolate, boxes of exotic teas, or beauty products). The
excitement of Christmas Eve was almost unbearable and we’d be rushing to get to bed to allow
Santa to perform Christmas miracles. Nowadays, if I manage to get the turkey cooked on time AND I’m dressed,
that constitutes a miracle in my life!
Because, as an adult, the entire festive season is fraught with danger; offering opportunities for disaster that
we’ve never even considered. Ahead of attempting our first ever Christmas lunches, my friend and I decided
to have a practise run with a chicken a week before the main event. If we’d just cooked, we’d probably have
been alright. But we decided to clean the oven first, a commendable endeavour which sadly ended with a lot of
shattered glass and a gaping cavern where there should have been a pristine cooking tool. In those pre-internet
days, the replacement was about a month in delivery, having been dispatched from some far flung corner of the
earth, on a donkey, and without a second rider. Change of plan!
One year, having decided to take my culinary skills off piste, I bought my turkey from a farm, rather than the
supermarket. Ignorant of the giblets hidden inside, I found a rather smelly bird on Christmas morning. Seriously,
I could have found it with my eyes shut, just following my nose, not that I’d have wanted to go anywhere near
it voluntarily; it smelled disgusting! Disaster. I was advised to scrub the inside of the bird with lemon scented
washing up liquid. Not an ideal solution, but it seemed to work and no-one was ill which made it a success in
my book.

By the time I had children of my own, the ante was upped in a major fashion. Not just the cooking to
accomplish, but also finding the perfect presents. It seemed for several years that there was a ‘must have’
item for which supply and demand never matched. Buzz Lightyear shrieking ‘to infinity and beyond’ for
the 12 days of Christmas; black market deals done on Teletubby toys in laybys on the North Circular;
Furbys, Tamagotchis, Barbie buses with 94 billion snap off bits that caused hysteria if lost; the lengths we
went to! One year, my daughter was given the playmobil doll house as a gift, complete with extension,
swimming pool and commensurate mortgage. As my friend and I sat up through the wee small hours
assembling it, she said, deep in concentration ‘It’s all very well, but for how long will she play with it?’ About
35 years judging by the fun we had putting it together!
Technology has proved to be a double edged sword in the present stakes. On the one hand, a new game
for a console is always a winner, but trying to work out what people read or listen to is nigh on impossible
now that their libraries and music collections are digital. How are you supposed to know whether your
teenager is into heavy metal, the Bay City Rollers or Wagnerian opera if they always listen to them through
headphones from a computer or tablet?
And snapping on the heels of Christmas is New Year – ‘another year older, a new one just begun’. How
will we remember 2016? Brexit and the US elections sent shockwaves across the world and will mark
the year in the history books. The early months saw a celebrity body count that made us wonder if
we’d all make it through to December. But we have. And 2017 will bring a whole new round of joys and
opportunities. I’ll raise a glass to that! However and wherever you celebrate this year, may you have a
very happy Christmas and a fabulous New Year.

Diesel Hauled Loco Trip to
Chester and Llandudno
Monday 01 May 2017
Depart Skegness approx. 06.30 return approx. 21.30
Picking up at Wainfleet, Boston, Heckington and Sleaford
You will be able to enjoy 6 hours in Chester or alternatively
carry on along the scenic North Wales coast to Llandudno
for approx. 3 hours.
Premier Dining £195.00 including a full English breakfast,
Buck’s Fizz and a light lunch on the outward journey. On
the return journey following champagne and canapés, a fourcourse dinner will be served accompanied by half a bottle of
wine per person.
Premier First Class £130.00 including snack breakfast and
afternoon tea
First Class £115.00
(Tables for 2 in all of the above at a supplement of £20.00
per person)
Standard Class £69.00
First and Standard Class passengers have access to the buffet
car for the purchase of light refreshments
To book your place or for more information contact Carolyn
Sharp on 07733238577. Email carolyn5@hotmail.co.uk

Second Skegness
Business Awards
Skegness businesses celebrated their very best at the 2nd Skegness Business Awards at Southview Park
Hotel on Friday 18th November. Thirty one finalists in 10 categories had been judged and were eagerly
awaiting the awards following dinner.
The evening started with a champagne reception sponsored by Bookers Wholesale and when the 200
guests were seated for dinner they were already being entertained by BBC Radio Lincolnshire’s Melvyn
Prior. He made great fun of the sponsors’ goodie bag which each guest had received. The items included
a trolley coin in a key ring from The Royal Hotel which eluded many as a specific knack was required to
remove it!. A mobile phone holder from Hodgkinsons Solicitors and an ice scraper from Fix Auto The
Bodyshop. Duncan & Toplis supplied the bag which included many useful or interesting gifts from each of
the category sponsors.
The environment was extremely glamorous with table flowers sponsored by Skegness Town Council and
gold buckets containing Skegness beach sand presented a glittering ambience in the beautiful Southview
suite and the scene was set.
During the dinner the guests were invited to place a banknote, on which they wrote their name, in
an envelope. This was later drawn as a raffle and £500 was raised for the debt charity based at The
Storehouse and £500 was won by a guest.
The Programme, sponsored by Boston College, provided the script for each category and in turn the
special characteristics of each finalist were described.The sponsor then revealed the winner from the gold
envelope and the winner was presented with the award.
This magazine, Shoreline was a finalist in the Community Category. The judges were glowing in their
remarks about the service and the team held their breath for a moment in the hope that they had won.
However, the top prize went to the Coastal Eco Centre, who were very worthy winners.
Finally,one thing that came across strongly. Skegness should be proud that there are so many excellent
businesses offering a first class service and run by such passionate business people. Together businesses
made the evening something very special.
The winners in the 2016 business awards were
Best New Business Sponsored by Hodgkinsons Chucklng Cheese
Café of the Year sponsored by LVA Coffee Owl
Accommodation of the Year sponsored by SECWHA Carron House
Best Care Provider sponsored by Duncan & Toplis Little Learners
Business Person of the Year sponsored by Chamber of Commerce Karen Sheppard People First Mobility
Young Employee of the Year sponsored by Fix Auto, Peter Blevins Caxton House
Retailer of the Year sponsored by MKM Building Supplies Kirks Quality Foods
Customer Care Award sponsored by Kirks Quality Foods Seacroft Mobility
Best Attraction sponsored by The Royal Hotel Skegness Aquarium
Community Awards sponsored by The Hildreds Centre The Coastal Eco Centre.
Business of the Year awarded by Skegness Partnership to Little Learners

courtesy of Skegness Standard

We Want to Hear from YOU!
Have you ever fancied yourself as a
writer? Do you have an important
message to tell the Community?
Have you some memory you would
like to share?
We would like to publish articles
from across the Community. It is
a Community magazine and that
means it’s your magazine. Please
send us your articles
with a photo if relevant to:
info@skegness-anglican.org.uk

Crossword

Time
Can you take on our
Crossword?
Look out for the
solution in our next
issue.

Across
1 ‘The blind receive sight, the — walk’ (Luke 7:22) (4)
3 Got (Philippians 3:12) (8)
8 Leave out (Jeremiah 26:2) (4)
9 Castigated for using dishonest scales (Hosea 12:7)
(8)
11 Weighty (1 John 5:3) (10)
14 ‘Now the serpent was more — than any of the wild
animals the Lord God had made’ (Genesis 3:1) (6)
15 ‘Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot —
God’ (Romans 8:8) (6)
17 Because Israel lacked one of these, tools had to be
sharpened by the Philistines (1 Samuel 13:19) (10)
20 In his vision of the two eagles and the vine, this is
how Ezekiel described the latter (Ezekiel 17:8) (8)
21 Rite (anag.) (4)
22 Nine gigs (anag.) (8)
23 ‘The eye cannot say to the — , “I don’t need you”’ (1
Corinthians 12:21) (4)

Down
1 ‘Flee for your lives! Don’t — — , and don’t stop
anywhere in the plain!’ (Genesis 19:17) (4,4)
2 Principal thoroughfare (Numbers 20:19) (4,4)
4 ‘The tax collector... beat his — and said, “God have
mercy on me, a sinner”’ (Luke 18:13) (6)
5 ‘The zeal of the Lord Almighty will — this’ (2 Kings
19:31) (10)
6 ‘The day of the Lord is — for all nations’ (Obadiah
15) (4)
7 Specified day (Acts 21:26) (4)
10 Deadly epidemic (Deuteronomy 32:24) (10)
12 Roman Catholic church which has special
ceremonial rights (8)
13 Tied up (2 Kings 7:10) (8)
16 In his speech to the Sanhedrin, Stephen described
Moses as ‘powerful in speech and — ’ (Acts 7:22) (6)
18 ‘Although he did not remove the high places, —
heart was fully committed to the Lord all his life’ (1
Kings 15:14) (4)
19 Tribe (Deuteronomy 29:18) (4)

Church Diary Dates December 2016

Community Diary Dates December 2016
We hope you are enjoying reading Shoreline each month. We are working to
improve the magazine each month and we would appreciate any feedback from you.
Each month we show the Church Diary Dates. We would like to have a page of
Community Diary Dates but we need you to tell us those dates. If you know of
any event that is happening in the area please do let us know so that we can add it
to the diary. The more people who know the more support you will get at your
event!

Thursday 1st December

7.30 pm

			St Paul’s Baptist Church Hall,						

Friday 2nd

10.00 am - 12 noon St Matthew Skegness, Pop in for a coffee and a chat

Sunday 4th

9.30 am St Matthew Skegness service of Holy Communion

Sunday 4th

11.00 am St Mary, Winthorpe service of Holy Communion

Sunday 4th

11.00 am St Peter & St Paul, Ingoldmells service of Holy Communion

Monday 5th

6.30 pm St Peter & St Paul Ingoldmells, Advent Mediation

Tuesday 66h

10.30 am St Clement Skegness service of Holy Communion

Tuesday 6th

2.00 pm – 3.00 pm St Matthew Skegness, Toddlers Group

Wednesday 7th

10.45 am St Peter & St Paul Ingoldmells service of Holy Communion

Wednesday 7th

10.00 am – 1.00 pm St Peter & St Paul Ingoldmells, Pop in for a coffee and a chat

Thursday 8th

6.00pm - Tree Remembrance service, St Matthew, Skegness

Friday 9th

10.00 am - 12 noon at St Matthew Skegness, Pop in for a coffee and a chat

Saturday 10th

4 pm – 6 pm St Matthew, Messy Church. Come along and enjoy yourself.

Sunday 11th

10.45 am St Matthew Skegness, service of Holy Communion

Sunday 11th

11.00 am St Clement Skegness, service of Holy Communion

Sunday 11th

6.00 pm St Nicholas Addlethorpe & Viking School, Carol service

			

Hickory Dickory Murder thedeadsecrets.com

			

Adults £10, Students (10-18) £3

Tuesday 13th

10.30 am St Clement Skegness service of Holy Communion

			

A murder mystery from the golden age of

Tuesday 13th

2.00 pm – 3.00 pm St Matthew Skegness, Toddlers Group

			

Agatha Christie which becomes a fast-moving and 			

Wednesday 14th

10.45 am St Peter & St Paul Ingoldmells service of Holy Communion

			

hilarious evening based on local ideas.

Wednesday 14th

10.00 am – 1.00 pm St Peter & St Paul Ingoldmells, Pop in for a coffee and a chat

Wednesday 14th

2.00 pm – 4.00 pm Omega meeting, St Matthew Skegness

Thursday 15th

2 pm St Clements Community Hall, Skegness, New Horizons

Friday 16st

10.00 am - 12 noon at St Matthew Skegness, Pop in Christmas Event

Sunday 18th`

9.30 am St Matthew Skegness service of Holy Communion

Sunday 18th

11.00 am St Peter & St Paul Skegness, service of Holy Communion

Sunday 18th

11.00 am St Mary Winthorpe service of Holy Communion

Saturday 3rd December

10 am – 12 noon

			

Skegness Day Centre

			

Christmas Fayre

Sunday 4th December

4 pm – 6 pm

Tuesday 20th

10.30 am St Clement Skegness service of Holy Communion

			

Piano Academy Concert

Tuesday 20th `

2.00 pm – 3.00 pm St Matthew Skegness, Toddlers Group

			

St Matthew’s Church, Skegness

Wednesday 21st

10.45 am St Peter & St Paul Ingoldmells service of Holy Communion

Wednesday 21st

10.00 am – 1.00 pm St Peter & St Paul Ingoldmells, Pop in for a coffee and a chat

Saturday 24th

4 pm St Peter & St Paul Ingoldmells, Crib Service

				
Monday 5th December

7 pm start

			

Scouts Carol Service

			

St Matthew’s Church, Skegness

4 pm St Matthew, Skegness, Crib Service
6 pm St Clement, Skegness, Crib Service
7 pm St Mary, Winthorpe, Carol’s by Candle light service

				

9 pm St Nicholas, Addlethorpe, Midnight Mass
11.30 pm St Matthew, Skegness, Midnight Mass
Sunday 25th

10 am St Matthew Skegness service of Holy Communion (Group service)

Sunday 1st Jan 2017

10 am St Clement Skegness service of Holy Communion (Group Service)

